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Who's To Blame For Demise Of Auteurs?

By By Charies Masters
Publcaton The Holywood Repacter
Dete: Tuesday, Jaracy 9 2007

PARIS -« In 2001, three of France’s most tospected independent producers - Mumbert Balsan, Packo Branco
and Glles SandoZ = formed & dstribution allance called Pieates.

“ive years later, Balsan tragically has comminied suicide, Ns company’s Snancial trouties beleved 10 have
contbutod 10 his worrkes, Branco's compary,
Gemini Fms, Sed for bankrupicy peotection last
Novembor, and Sandoz admits ha's finding &
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Swiss Online MBA Branco and Sandaz ace not the only autewr
wales colege o “Producing auteur Sims s 0o koager viabie,” says

Denis Froyd, who produced the Derdenne beothers’
Palme I'O-winning fim “The Child™ under his
Archipel 35 daante. "ITs @ 5ad Centainty hat the
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becoming Incrodsingly GfSau " echoes Martine
Marignac, vetecan peoducer of auteurs Jocgues Rivese, Otar losselani and Jean-Mace Sowd.

&mu»mc«mmdmmmmnummmumv
Branco, who has aiready 1aunched a new company, Alma Fims, is unequivocal “Todey it s channel chiefs

and banks who decide which films get made.” he said in 8 candd intocview wih fim review Les Calvors oy
Cmerma

Masgnas concurs mmmmwmmmhwmmmm
Quite ISQically not In terms of Cinoma but in terms of pimetane. When they road 8 sorigt, they donY think
whether I8 3 QOOd theatrical fim but if 8 be good for their ratings ot 830 pm”

0 top of this, pay channel Canal Plus has radically reduced tha sums R puts o autecr pro-buys. Whaceas
1 the past, the company might have put 15% into o Rivetio fim, Madgnac says, £ stake in the vetersn

htp:/ fwww alibusiness.com/senvices/motion=pictures /481 7695- 1 hteni

financing and production of autewr Sms In France s
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helmer's latest offering, “Dont Touch the Ax”™ is about 5% of he budpet

As 8 resut, France’s malnstream nedworks 80e concentrating most of ther annual fim spend on 3 handhd of
comodies with well-known stars, leadng many 10 Deenosn the undoemizaton of current Gallo production

“Foe 3 S 10 Intorest any channed other than Arte, you have 10 have 3 s20ng SCrigt, a0 attractive known cast
80 8 droctor who's Qained some recopnition,” says Bertrand Goro, co-<hief of Sunday Morning Prods.
slongeide partner Nathale Mesuret “There's 8150 3 20000nCy 10¢ NEIWOMKS 10 PuUt Cooay INt0 fow-udget
orve fims, which taies the place of what could Bave Boen firit of second auteur flms,.” Sandoz adds.

wmmmu-mmbumnmmnwmmnbmmma
roped turnowiee, which no longer allows word-of-mouth 10 build. "Even Mms making perfiecty honorabie scotes
are moved off 5C100ns wWhore thoy would have stayed for another four 10 fve weels in the past " sho
Obsecves.

“Tho bigoost worry wo have is the profound change in the way Sims are

To read all of this article, sign in or sign up for membership. It's quick,
simple, and free.
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In addition, make sure %0 road these articles:

Tough Golng For Autewr Fllmmakers

5 2001, oo of France's most respected Independent producers « Humbeon Balsan, Pocio Beanco end Giles
Sandor — formed @ datrbution allance called Prates.

“chatteriey’ Earns Prix Louls-delloc Nod
PARIS — Pascale Ferran's "Lady Chateriey” waked sway with the peize for French tim of the year at & ceremany fo

Lyvowvshy, Belvaux Share Top Homor At Dellee Awards
The 61t Prixc Louis Delluc swined has boon shared by Noemie Lvovsky's romantic comedy "Les Sectments® 30d
Lucas Belvaux's ¥iogy "An Amazing Couple.” "Aler L™

The Aftersdow
Cantaright's charscters move Uvough the estates and lanes of the "Blsck Country.® aa industrial region of small
towrs nocth of Bemingham. A dreary place n
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