Manfred Durniok
Produktion fiir Film
und Fersehen Studios
Berlin

30 /X11/85
Dear Mr.,Durniok i

It was only last week that I could speak to Alberto Isaac
about your Humboldt proposal,He wasn't able to come to Habana
Film Pestival and I was bdack only a few days ago.

Of course we're both interested in working the project with you,
since,as I told you dn Rio,he mentioned your idea in August
when we met in Telluridé, Since theam,unfortunately,it's dbeen
imposible for both of us to have the time to really go into
work -research and sceript- and to send you a solid aswer,

I've been reading though, Humboldts book on Mexico and some
materials on him and his work,Still,I find it difficult to see

& film based only and mainly in his life and work: to many
countries,to manylandscapes,plants and birds and almost no drama,
no conflicts,no personale details of any sort,

Talking with Albverto,we agreed,that maybe our point of departure
was wrong:instead of trying a european biography of Humboldt,
we should look for a latinoamerican point of view of the material,

Considering that,after I left Aldberto,I couldn't stop thinking
of Alejo Carpentier's works that deal,better than anything I know,
with the matual discovery of our two worlds,

Alejo and Alexander,both travelled in complementary directions
and were obsesed dy the same ideas,Maybdbe trough a structure like
"Concierto Barroco" and some ideas from "ILos pasos perdidos™ or
other novels,short metories or even some Carpentier's essais we
could dbuild up & cinematohraphical line,even a msical metaphore
on Hymboldts main ideas and obsesions,

Working in this direction could lead us to-a doudble hommageg

both to Humboldt and Carpentier,and,mainlypto a possidble film:
some sort of interesting fresco and (or) a musical film (a latino-
american/european opera,in some way) in which both Alexander and
Alejo's carachteres could move freely in time and space,

L



As a european writer said: "Con Carpentier tenemos el resplandor
poético de las variadas descripciones de todo lo que un hombre
puede ver,sentir,oir,y hacer mientras navega y viaja,.la exhberanc
¥ la prodigalidad de imfgenes como cuerpo,como textura misme de la
aceiénsel olor y el sabor de los acontecimientos,."

Ang further: "Io que hace apasionanteCarpentier parav nosotros,

es la inversibdn de las perspectivas: nos inicia en otras formas

de vivir que reposan sobre una realidad ya domesticada por nosotrot
a fuerza de 1libros...Si hay que hadblar de exceso en algin sentido,
es quizé del exceso de sobriedad y pudor que muestra la flora y la
fauna en los pafises singularmente templados como los mestros
europeos, "

On one hand then,Humboldt's methodical inventary of lationoamerica:
wealth,misery and potentialities; én the other hand,"el lirismo
imaginario®,the musical and poetical fresco of our continent,

"La América busdandose donde no esté:en Burdpa;ain sin confianza
en sus fuerzas mientras gesta su primera independencia”,On the
other -complementary- side; the european discovering,searching
and learning from our jungles,mountains and seachores,

All this,dear Mr,Durniok,could sound a bit crazy,but maybe that's
the best way to start a film project. At least,one dealing with
a peculiar german citizan travelling trough our part of the word
more thah 150 years ago,measuring mountains and classifying birds
and plmao

In any case,that's (in a most sinthetic manner) what I,myself,
can propose as a point of departure,

You saw "Frida" yourself (or "Reed" for that matter) so you can
understand my approach dealing with bdiography.

In any ocase,introdicing Alejo in Alexanders story wouldn't Dbe,

I presume,a copyright problem: I have an option on "Concierto
Barroco™ and I think ICAIC could be interested in participating,
I'm writing Julio Garc{a Espinoza at the same time and I'1l let
you know his dpinion as soon as possible,



In fact,during the Habana Film Festival we spoke about another
Carpentier project ("La consagracién de la primavera") so I have
reasons to believe this one could also interest him,

I also think Alberto Isaac could agree on paying a mexican seript
for coppoduction so we could start working right away,In any case
I'11 talk to Alberto as soon as he comes back to work next 6th,

On the other hand,I remind you that Ulrich Gregor and Peter Schuman
invited me to Berlin Pilm Pestival,so if your answer is positive and
fast we might discuss a first rough draft next february in Germany,

I remain then,waiting for your answer and in the meantime send you
Ry best wishes (including a good Humboldt #£ilm) for 1986,

yours, Paul ILeduc,



