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Frank Wilkinson, 1915-2006
He "Outlived Those Bastards”
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Cinvil libortios activist Frank Wik inson had & peesence
hat filed & roces in hife and 2 dad 30 again afier his douth
Jemezszy 2, 2006 a2 the age of 91. 1t was standing rooes
only at the Holman Usstod Methodint Church in Los
Argcles where 1 poinad some 200 other poople ot &
memonal and celedeation of Frask's Life. | workod withy
Willison for over 30 yours, and masyy in e sodience had
hat semme booor. We shared memorses of Frask with his 17
Eaennly, his wife of noarly 40 yoars, Doona, the assorted
children froes two mammages, oty 8 sore of
prandialdron, and six groatgrandchildron.

Willnnson &d oot start out 3 & oivil hbortios activist, but

& bousing sctivist cogaged = O strggle for ¢ivil

nights, finst with 3 Los Asgeies Catholic coalition secking

betsor housing for he pooe, and B with the Los Asgekes

Howung Authorty (LAHA) As an activint, Willkinson had pestered the LAHA 10 bushd betser
housing in better hocations, and 10 create integratod comammnitios (this was in 1942)—docades
Before the baw and socscty caught up with those sdeas. Over the next few years Wilksswa &4

pat Bat, agained the advice of his frends i e Commurant Pty who thought Los Angeles was

ot ready for ndcgration

This v, afler all, the Loa Angeles of niang bigoty and viokmoe against Mexican Americans,
crpecially young men called “pachuacos ™ These were rebellious youth who weee baggy pants,
“Zoot Suts” or other flady appercl, and who refuscd 10 be sorvile in public

Despete thas history of bepotry, Wilkinuoo had a decam of bulding dooent integrated public
howsing for the poor. In the 19405 and early 19505 there was 8 thrnving poor 2ad working class
community near downtown Los Angelos It was in the hally Sorrain of Chivez Ravine that Ovee
villsgor—La Loma, Bobop, and Palo Verde—were home 1o over 1,000 people, mclading many
Maodcan Amencans. 1t was sicknamed the “Pooe Man's Shangrila ™

Wilkinson had the job of comvincing ressdeets that if they mppoctod & public bousing proect in
Chivez Ravine, they would et fing choke of the new rental units, a proeise puarantood =
witing by LAHA. Some ressiod, bt others agreed. Suppoet grow. The LAJIA schoduled
hearegs @ 1952 for wkang 35 acros through eminent domain. [t was o be an itegrated
community. “Tt meant dringing Mack and brows poople and Asian pooplo out of ghotios of
vanous kinds and have e Inviag with Anglo poople in Chuvez Ravine,™ Wilk imson later 10ld
& Dewspaper

Wilkimson had collared his friend Richard Nputra, 3 Los Asgelies anchascct with an infornational
reputation, 1o dewign the public bousag wts for a vanicty of income hevels with singlefamily
Boemos aloagsde lowrise and highrise apartncets. There woudd be parks, playprounds, and
adoquate paricng for the projectod 3,500 rondonts. Space was ket for building elementasy
whools and oonfiers. This was prime roal extate just noeth of Sowntown—and St was
e problem. Powerful politeal and roal outato intorosts dogan 0 orpanize againd the plan. A
dvensonry Kapopoat was ooded. The Comminee Againat Socialat Houssng was formod

In the midst of the “red ware,” Willkimson was Sostifying abost et infestation when an attonney

o a doveloper askiod Mm 10 name all e orpaszatioen be had beloaged 10 sinoe high school
Willieson knew what they woro aftor, but he tried 10 bludll his way throogh by talng about

boing in Youth for Herbert Hoover and other oepaneratons. The atsomey, however, had boen fod

information feoes an FBI domacr peovidod 80 e LA chic! of podice
Wilioson refused 1o ssvwer furtdor quostions abost his polditical membersdegn and be was
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The FBI learmed of an
assassingtion attempt
targeting Witkda son and
did not warn him or his
family. The FBI iestead
staked out the Wilkingon
howuse walting to see what

happened.

¢ Dy Table of Contents

You can 3o Beowse oider T Mapasioe
articies 0 a framed navigation system:

¢ By Topk
* Dy Avthou

Pigina 1 de 2




Frank Wilkinyon, 1915-2006 0310672007 06:20 PM

peompdly fired. Wilkinmon then was caliod before a Califorsia state comeaitioe invostigating

Zaps snernson A group of schoolicachers wrote 10 support him and they 800 were fired. Measwhile,
the Las Amgeles Times camiod sereaming boadlines demanding a “rod peode™ of the LA Housing
Cartoons Authority. The Caty Councill, which had unasimomly supporied the Chilvez Ravine housing

peojest, saddenly killed the plan—with rumors of bobos from real estate interests.

1t was haed oo the family, especaally the chaldnen. Frank's son Toary told us a1 the momeorial
“Wo kncw our phooe was lippod. We knew abocs the phooe calls of silence... we kaew shout
S parkiod cars with men i suits.™ The FIH leamed of an assasdnation sticept Lrpeting Wilkin
300 and &d not wam him or his Gamily. The FEBI mtead stalod oot the Wilkineon house waiting
® 300 what happonod. Toey sasd s was past of & pasiorn. “Laser, we heand the explosion of
the fareboenb o cur front stairs. We saw the painted swastia. Wo knew about the doath Breats,
co0 Gt was signod warned Wilkinson 1 “make your final preparations. ... The respoene froem
LA county sheniff was: “That's not a theoat, that's just pood advice™.™

Wilkinsoe eventually found work as the night custodien of a siore ownod by a sympathetio ally
who insisted the job would last only s Joag a5 it was kopt a secret

Willinmon, in 1953, bocame a Jeader of the Crtizcen Commitioo 10 Prosorve American Freadoms,
which defended e callod before Congromsonn] investigative commimtoos. A fow yours later be
was subpocnscd 10 appowr before the House UnAmerican Activities Commitioe (HUAC) He
claimad a Finst Amendsmcet right 0 refuse 10 testify. In 1961, i 8 $4 voie, B Seprome Court
rapeted Bhe First Amondmont defense. Wilianson would be 000 of the last victims of the
MoCarthyy orn 10 be sent 10 jail for refuniag 1o Kty

Afer nine mooths, Wilkinwon cmonpod five prison % resume work with the Nasooa)
Commitice 10 Abolih HUAC, which bo had helped found in 1960, When HUAC was finally
abolinhod im 1975, e ants HUAC growp morphad into the National Commitiee

Represive Lognlation (NCARL). In the mid 19805, Wilkizoon helpod found & Fird
Amondmont Foundation

For docados, Wilkinwon crisscronsed the Ussiod Stses spoaking 10 sudiences mnging from
prammmar schools % Rotary Clubs 8o college classrooess. As be &d w0, the FIN spied 0n
Willisson and sought 8o dieupt his orpasiring sad have his spocches cancellod. Wilkinson maed,
foecing the FBI to dngorge 132,000 pages of files on his activitien, (The stoey is 10 in Firs
Ameradmens Felon by Robert Shemill )

[n Bes sudo CD containing a song cycle ca e history of Chivez Ravine, Ry Cooder includes a
hment aboet Wiliinson tUod “Doa’t Call Me Rod ™ Cooder spoke at the momorial cvent and
aficrwands talkod abost how be temformed serious Biatoric roscarch into a work of st Cooder
was especally debightod with & particular Wilkinson comment, which be incorporatad into the
sorg. Wilkinsoo ghoefially told Cooder: 1 cuthved those bastands after all *

Frank Williswon spont over S0 yoars defending disent and the Firnt Amcndment. It was ca cur
minds as we gathered 1 celebeate Bis life. Spoaker affer speaker to3d us what we alroady knew
10 Our heasty: i wan our tn 10 stand up. And we knew that collectively, as a movomont
trclonly working 10 extending cnvil rights and civil hbertios, we will always outlive “those
bastands ”
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