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Casualty of ‘freedom’

The troubling story of Dodgor Stadium's construction remains part
of Frank Wiliinson's heroic logacy
By Lionel Rolfe

ronk Wiliinson, who just diod at 91, wasna the fest
porson o attomgt o stare down Joo McCanthy and the
Housoe un-Ameoncan Activitios Committoo, but he was tho
kst man o o 10 jadl for trying.

What's moro, ho had a unique approach to batting the
[home a 0] oomwmmmddniobiodbmmm
Pag becouse it might incriminate him, but because of his First

Amondment fights 10 koe speech.
[ coverstory ] By a 510 4 vole, the US Suprome Court disagroed. So as he
Rach' & reap oenterod pason, he began a 15.year offort 1o d tho nation of the

un-American congressional committeo that had torrorized a
Russia's Evgoni Mikhailov and gener f0SSiOs
Won Yu Shon from China help ool 5
koop the workd-conowned “We will not save froe spoech if wo are not propared 10 go to jail
Rachmaninoff Intomational in its dofense. | am propared 10 pay that prico,” ho said as he
Piano Competition going in  began hs torm at foderal prison in Lewisburg, Peansyhania.

Pasodena with Sunday boneft
concert About the same Bme, construction was comploted on Dodgor
Stadium in Chavez Ravine. It was tho earty 1960s and by 1975
[ cltybeat ] HUAC was abolshed, with congressmen crediting Wilikinson for
the campaign 1o do $0. But Dodger Stadium, sad to toll, romaing
AUSD: It's on! as a symdol of that struggle.

County educrats sot 1o help  Wilinson's saga was ol Sed up with the story of Chavez Ravine,
with petition for ARadena ono of the saddest episades of the tortured hestory of the City of

school district the Angels. It was retold recontly by Ry Cooder, in his song
"Oont Call Mo Red,” about Wilkinson's role in tho battie of
On the prowl Chavez Ravino.

Former Glendale cop My 4 0w, nundred acres just east of downtown, Chavez Ravine was
havo molestod nloco and 1y 004 of the barmio. It was destroyed in @ sinister land swindie
andther underage i that usod Frank Wilkinson as the fall guy by caling him a

Arrests! CoOMMuUnist,

Six months aftor the mueder of  The ravino was a place whoro some 300 Moxican immigrant
16.yoar-0id Frank Mischoll, farmilos, many of thom redicod rallroad workers, Bved in conditions
polico arrest five in connoction  reminiscent of rural Mexico. Goats wandered the dirt road, It was
with the death 2 Boht-knit community whose local institutions - churches and the
schools -
Day trippers wore run by the neighbors.

. The kate 1940s, when Wilkinson bogan batting for public housing

s'w”“"‘m”m‘.“:’“'”"‘m”"h‘ in Chanvez Ravine, was 000 of the most poltically optimistic

Glendale as day laborers are periods of Amorican Mo, mainly bocause it was moided by o

targeted by and-4immigration genoration of Amoricans who facod down fascism in Eucopo and
werenl about 1o el it sprout in their own land,

Thoirs really was a battie against darkness, not ko the
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Incroasingly blatant colonial battios that followed in Kocoa and
Vietnam, coppod by Bush Ju.'s dirty ktte oil war in Iraq.

mmmtommmﬂm

progrossive tondoncies that the war against fascism had
engondored. What happonod 10 Wilkinson was an exameke of
this. Wiiinson joined the Los Angolos Housing Authority in 1941,
a yoar bofore the Zoot Suit Riots. The authority hired tho great
architect Richaed Neutra 10 design public housing for about
10,000 poople: not only for poor immigrant Moxicans, but Asians
and blacks and working people of every kind,

It moant tringing black poople and brown pecple and Asian
people out of ghettos of various Kinds and have thom kving with
Anglo people in Chavez Ravine,” Wiliinson later told the Los
Angeles Timos,

Instoad, the bulldozers wore called in 10 shove the poor Mexicans
out and clear the kand for a baseball stadium, Peopie crod foul -
tho land was supposed 10 have been for publc housing.

These oppasing tho stadium woro tacred as subvorsive, Ronald
Roagan, a B-rate actor just beginning his poitical cacoer 03 o
nght-wing henchman, sald peoplo who wore against baseboll in
Chavez Ravine were un-American,

Willkdnson indeod had been a communist, but that was not yet o
capital crime In Amonica.

Deospite all the sound and fury of McCarthryism, the McCarthyites
wore really novor about communism. Thay were Republicans
who even then wanted 1o makeo it a capital crime 10 be o
Domocrat.

As an old-fashionod Amorican who took Horally the Bill of Rights
and once planned on bocoming a Mothodist minister, Willinson

said his Mo was changed by a quote from Alexander Melidejohn,
a famed civil Kbertarian of Ns Smo.

“Tho First Ameondmaent saoms 10 me 10 be o very uncompeomising
statomont. It admits no exceptions. It tolis us that the Congross
and, by impication, all othor agencies of the govermnmont aro
denied ary authordity whatever to Imit the poltical freedom of the
atzens of the United States, It declares that with respoct 1o
poltical bollof, poltical discussion, political advocacy, poltical
planning, our citizens are soveroigns, and the Congross is thoir
subordinate agont,” Meikdojohn wrote.

“Whatover may bo the immediate gains and kosses, the dangers
bwmmmmwnoomm
than the dangors 1o that safety arising from polsical froedom.
Suppression is always ooksh. Freedom is always wiso. That is
the faith, tho expedmantal fatth, by which we Americans have
undortaken 1o ve®

B0 ol that as it may, Wiiinson could not immaodiatoly Sght back
against the combined power of the city’s police and press and
roal estate lobby. Al ono point ho was reduced to boing a night
cusiodian in a Pasadona dopartment store, with the promise not
0 toll he had beon given a job there.

mmw.hm«.muwhnmmmhm
fascism - at loast for a while. @

Lionel Rodoe s the author of “Literary LA.." “The Uncommon
Friendship of YaRkah Menuhin and Vidlla Cather,” “Fat Man
on the Lof™ and co-author of “Broad & Hyacinths: The Rise
and Fall of Utopsan Los Angeles.”
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