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What do you think? The Ly th o u t Town Meeting is in progress. Join the debate!

Clinton Jencks, Legendary Labor Organizer, Dies
By Marjorie Cohn
truthout|Obituary

Wednosday 28 December 2005

Lngondaqhbawﬁz«ahmm.mobdnmwnrshﬂmmxioohoswodopidodhmo
classic movie “Salt of the Earth,” died Dec. 15 in San Diego of natural causes. He was 87.
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the Supreme Court in the landmark 1957 case, Jencks v. United States. The govermnment had refused 1o turn
w»mwmsmmmmwmmmm.hmmwmw.am
Communist who went to work for Senator Joseph McCarthy. Matusow later recanted his testimony against
Jencks in the book “False Witness.”
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govemment is now required 1o provide the defonse with prosecution witness statements. This hurdie was
cied by the Department of Justice as a reason for abandoning prosecution '
centerpiece of federal anti-Communist legisiation in the 1940s and 1950s.

Three months after the Jencks case was decided, Congress enacted the Jencks Act in order 10 blunt the
ofheuouhoNoﬁooumdodsion.m:mmom;mmsubmdammntwm:mﬂbo
turned over 10 the defense untl after the witness has first tesSfied on direct examination.

Jencks raised the ire of the 1 with his successful izing efforts. He was beaten up, thrown
'monitmmwmsMMolholos.WmslMM?'MaMﬂmumw
organizer. | was dangerous in that sense.” Jencks said his work “concentrated at an intersection of several
'trooﬂmiwuggm'-momwm«wmmmrm&ommmmmmmntw
the new struggles of Mexican-Amernican workers and of women,

Unusually democratic in his sensibity to all people, Jencks respecied everyone, cultivating leadership
within the rank and file. Dolores Huerta, ¢o-founder of the Unded Farm Workers Union, said, “His ife was
omofmnofamymcy.mmsomﬂ.manmhanmmamwmw
people. He eamed everyone's respect.”

Jencks, whom the Latino workers affectionately dubbed “El Palomino,” said, “If you believe in freedom, it's
Mdunbfmqbow.wmmmymmnumwtmmnfrudomishmomoblool
struggle.”

Jencks led the primanly Latino union in a 15-month stike against Empire Zinc Co. beginning in 1950, They
demanded equal pay with white workers, better safety conditions and healthcare. When the men were
WMWNMW.MWMMJMNmnWMM.nndwoobnh
the 1950s. The strike was ultimately succossful,

“Salt of the Earth” chronicied that strike. Mwumﬁmm.imswomumaMzm
with few professional actors. The strkers, including Jencks, portrayed themseives in the fim. Theaters
mwwmmmvnmwm”mmmmlmxm
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One of only 100 fims selected by the Lidrary of Congross for the National Fim Registry, "Salt of the Earth”
is one of the most widely viewed films in the world,

Lorenzo Torres was a feliow striker, his wife, Anita, walked the picket ne. The couple, who also worked
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resonate among the miners.”

In 1939, Jencks was awarded the prestigious Woodrow Wilson Feliowship for training university
peofessors. He was then ordered to appear before HUAC. In spte of intense pressure from the FBI, the
mmm-mammmumm.mo.mooonmmucmmymuw
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stand behind Jencks.

daughter, three stepdaughters, four grandchildren, and one

5. Donations can be sent to the Peace Resource Center, 3850
- Diego Hospice and Palliative Care, 4311-3rd Avenue, San

Diego, CA 92103; and Scuthern Calfomia Library for Social Studies and Research, 6120 South Vermont
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Magone Coha is o professor at Thomas Jefferson School of Law, President-oloct of the Natonal Lawyers
Guild, and the US represontative (o the executive committee of the American Association of Jurists. She
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