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\ Frida Kahlo - Es lebe das Leben
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At least since 1982, when the Whitechapel Art Gallery organized an exhibition
about Frida Kahlo and Tina Modotti, which was also shown in Germany, the
works of this Mexican paintress are known to a larger public. In his film
FRIDA - Naturaleza viva regisseur Paul Leduc puts the person of Frida Kahlo
(played by Ofelia Medina - the resemblance is stunning!) in the center.

The paintress who has been ill for all her life remembers on het deathbed,

as in a feverish dream, the important stations in her life: the by polio
overshadowed youth, her marriage with the mexican painter Diego Rivera,

her political engagement, her relation with Trotzki...

Everytime the film retums to Kahlo's deathbed, making the last hours of her
life the point of view on the different episodes, which show fragmentary a
by illness destined, but by energetical power characterized life.

So there are also a few paintings in the center of consideration, but they
appear more in the brim, they are reduced to what they meant for Frida Kahlo.
Moments of an intensive life. FRIDA naturaleza viva is so not an art=film

in the traditional way; it is much more a poetic presentation, which in
beautiful - sametimes even too beautiful - images tries to encircle a
personality, where the dialogues are less important than the image.

The colors add a lot, as well as the artificial arrangements, which make

the film a piece of art in itself. Here is also the danger that the aesthetic
becomes too important instaed of the idee trying to approach Frida Kahlo,

a danger which the film has not campletely avoided. Despite this limitation
Leduc has created a remarkable portrait of an artist.

Michael Sommer



