mandaring &¢ la wiritd dsincarnde et dos cere
vredes révolutionnnires. Nouvesu peocts de
Gablte, Céunie sumi cclui de Faveuglement
soentiste et du refuge derridre un savolr ia.
accesible. Réaceion de époque contre Ihigé-
meads cultuselle frangaiie ot allemande sur Je
Dunewark, Erasmus Montanus se voit cori-
eusenoont réactualisé par un réaliseteur déliramt
oo sert pos bes costumes Ulla-Brits SSderlond
(Barry Lindon) et pour le reste un étonnant
cocirul désonsant de Commedia dell'arve, de
Moothy Python su pays de Glauber Rocha,
Fespon loubogoe baigaé dans be bacogue. ..
Vais deeridee co dblire dimages et de mise en
wine (sout Je comraire de Iehaocoloadalisee

Orfew Negro) se glisse une fable croelle vor
route tyn sade du Logos. Pew importe qoe b
eerre soit  cnde oo plate, <ont de Ja cultiver gu'id
imporre s loment. La begon politique 'accoen-
pegne d ¢ 2 wéritable plaiale dos oeilles et dos
yeux en (sant sienne la phrase de Cocrens:
»On me pe ot gifler wn intellectucl, il fair sou-
jours sem Mt gl n'y @ pas de gifle. |
La terr. ast plate ent de ces gl cadmaro-
graphiqec (o'l ent toujosn bon de prendre,
sorvout Joonqu'elles provoguent ce grand édat
knn.qnhnmm«md&yb
dore encoe VLT

LiMratios, 28.11,1979

VEJEN TIL LAGOA SANTA

Recent Fiction
by George Kearns

The reward of book-reviewing, really s only
yossfication, is the pleasure of discovering a
meghecred work of extraordinary quality and of
having the opporrunity 1o bring it 2o the asten-
von of a few readers and friends. A dark lavver-
sion of that plessare is the cocastonal chance
one has 1o warn sgainst some Nurbed and pub-
Bazed daager vo poblic safery. (Example: the
mach-advermsed *sovel,” Infante’s Inferno, &
complacenaly obsessed memanr of its creator’s
weve, unressathable sex bfe in pre-Castro
Coba, abost which | say noching bur avedd it
unless you're interested ia bruising your sensis
belirv. Which of course many are.) Let's ealk
abourt a work thar offers dstelligence and sur-
Phsc o every page, Heank Saangerep’s The
Kowd to Lagoa Santa, a book that should have
readers as long as people read, but which, al-
thocgh pablished half a year before I'm writ-

)
]
Ing. apprars to have gone wnnoticed in this
counery. (Jt will be avalable next year is an
edition pablished by the Quality Paperback
Book Clet ) Stangerup’s werk is aa fsuging-
tive rece srection of the life of o cace-cele-
braced oo > whose reputation has fallen victim,
ironlaally o survival of the fittest among
scientiys = the fittest in this case Being his
almost = 12 conseenporary and rival theorise,
Charles Drwin, who affords hen beief, re-
spectful o ads (“that excellent observer”) in The
Voyage | 'he Beagle and The Descent of Man,
His naer - 3 ia 00 reference work i ey Jocal
bbrary, ©cepe for an agisg New Centary
Cydoper of Names, where one may reed:
“Lond, 1™ 11e William, b. st Copenhagen, June
14, 1501 ¢« a¢ Lagos Santa, Misus Cerals, Bea-
nl, Ma; 3, 1550, Dasish naturalisr.” Behind
that rke <3l entry lies an extracedinary life,

"R

coe that tock Stangerup’s genius 1o masch with
sympetheti curiosity, and bs art 1o shape and
Wuhllyu‘bunhlyuhh

Mnmmuwthmm
thhlmlm & e aad place
mumu.mum»&
@ walk to revurn with discoveries:

Mymuhp&bqnhbod.wh
the Incoening tide permins & seaside excersica,
is covered with a foam-like substance always
difering in conaistency, ‘color, shape, and
wtracrare. His stady of these colonies of saall
otpanismy s lke an enchasement. -

He can hardly imagine o painting lovelier
than these rocky buslns whose crysual deer
waters appesr in the verviaal searing sun more
transparent thaa alr itself. Their walls aze car-
pesed several Inches thick with small crestures
of the porest boes from azure and scarlet 10
orange and vermilion, and whose floor is orna-
mented with thickees of algae and coenls.”

Lund reverned 1o Europe in 1529, with a re-

_ petation based ca M carly pepery and collec-

thons, completed s docrorate, and associared
with the continent’s eminent scientists and in-
tellecraals, including the great voa Humbolde,
who direcred hien back 1o Beazil. “Once again,”
it seemed dear 10 Lund, “Providence, spoken
theough the mouth of voa Humbelde 1” In 1832
he resurned 10 Brazil, setthing eventally in the
remace interior village of Lagoa Semta, where
s work inexplicably cume o s halt in 1845, Me

. &ed there thirty-five yeass later, Eusope hav-

ing become for him a esatter'of leeters, books,

o n Meal, and an occasional Ssdnguished visitor

who had made the long joumey ca maleback o
pay bomage 16 the famoss, but now silenced,
sciennist. (The visitors had 1o put vp at Lagoe
Santa’s primitive tevern, wasing for days be-
fore Dr. Load mighs sgree to soe them, and
sometimes were sent awny without an sudic
ence,) '

Near Lagoa Sancs Land had comne wpon ex-
traordinary caves filled with a tressure = the
preserved boaes of walknows races of extinct,
ggantic creatures. Ten indosrious years were

wpent digging, wudylng, amloguing. trying

out theoris 1o for these N
Beasts and the wanccouansble ages in which
they lived, and shipping both boaes and theo-
ries back 10 Europe. The last boaes prepared for
shipment, the fine grest phase of his work
coenpleed, Lund was packed and ready 1o re-
rurm 10 chvilizasion: Then something happened.

glimpeed over there but &id not mvention in hs
lettens,” Stngervp’s nove begine @ Lond
makes & solitary, ceremonial farewell visie 0o
his caven, He has lived under Providence, cer-
eain that all is controlied by Divine Will, hat ia
all evenas of his e in Braxd “there has been o
peofound eruch, o coberence woven of the finest
threads,” that “the devad beads 10 the whole s
the whaole leads to insight into the Crestor’s
Plan... In which the goal is atmained in the
reslen of Freedoon and Reascn; the real of
Man.” Now soddenly the beloved cave presents
a physically and mentally puinful and paralyz-
ing antioversion of “strange nameless larvae
mrogsling not 1o be sacked down ineo the black
deptha. Nothing is revealed. « Everything o
chance and darkness Is the master of the uni-
verse.” Sungerep’s presentation of the svystes
rious event, & which the cave spesks in sigm
beyond the interpeetasion of Reasca, rivals an.
oeher phece of bravars writing sbout & sisndler
axperience, that of Mry. Mooree in the Marsbar
caves of Passage 10 Indis. Dy, Lund never re-
wurned 1o Burope. Thirty-five years ia Lagoe
Santa lay ahead, yoars in which he struggles vo
recover of recoastroct & language thar had
forced or enabled him oll hs e 10 suppeess or
flee in panic from manifestations of wildnew,
disorder and evil, and that bed Men oo reject Dar-
win's solution 1o the very problems he had been
working on. The Origin of Species, which ar-
rived st Lagos Santa abour fifteen years after
Land’s ghmpee £200 the beart of darkness, was
ghanced st and shelved forever, as & work which
mwy give rise 10 all sorts of mischief, which per-
cetves sregele and destroceion, where the Cre-
stor’s order and harmony cught 10 prevell,
which can unleash & new mocality excusing all
el posralasing that the weak exist ia order 1o



be ora ed by the stroag. Doesa’t Darwin bee
beve i aaything ot alll... Does he derive
sovtheic pleasure frem the viskon of one van
everlaing Noodbach?

(Thr young Darwin, 100, alehough Lund did
not koow in, had been disturbed by the tristes
trogigaes, and resolved never 10 revurn. “1akall
never again visit a slave country, * Vivid mee
mones of extremes of crudty and repeessicn
provcke an extraordinary passage at the end of
The Viyage of the Boagle, alchough, thinkiag
of pubsrey at home, be seems 10 beg an exsensial
quesaon with a sebjunctive: “I the misery of
our peor be comsed not by the laws of nature,
bot by our institusions, great is our sin. ” Me re-
maine | safely ia b soady in Engasd, compd-
ing s disrurbing vision from thousands of
faces, incloding a fow compiled yeass befoce by
Dr. Lond, who was streggling 10 attain another
vimon, privacely, im a remoce Brazilan town,)

Stangerop has placed Lund’s eccomanc bie
within a context of Eurcpean thoughe, a web of
competing langeages from remancic hverarure,
[nh:l:mmyhhcp&y |h«h‘y the poli-
ey of revel and a ived
harmony and progress. Dkr«nuﬁhlmly
o'rmmchehmoqdnocmwhenalmci--
vessgasor ke Lund could have eo Maaelf a tere
ooty that todsy would be parceled cut o
beadrods, and in which so medh sasccountable
data enight appear 30 panastactically thae alll one
could do 1o make sense of it was make up seories
abost it The be of fronticr Brazil, in all ins
otherness {rem the dvilization that messt 50
moch 1 Dr. Lead, is vividly imagined: the
wikdness of the slaves st Carnival; o groecs-
q«ly«md sockety”™ party in Rio, where
all the guests, »Mohombdm are
whited sepulchres; the difficaltios of travel and

The Road to Lagoa Santa (Marion Boyars,
L£8.95) is the road 20 death, the journey of a Da-
nish nacuraline P.W. Luad 1o the inserior of
Brand i 1533, He cxisted there for 45 years,
sendin ; back 0o Evrope large colloctions of pre-

commuenicson, of conducting mveticulous Eu-
fopean »dax <t in the isolation of the forest; the
dally hfe o’ Lugoa Santa, where priest and winch
docroe theive, while fust down the road @ woekd.
famous s odlectual streggles against chace and
insaraty & an eccentrically over-strocvared
houschold  Sungerup's prose moves effort-
lesslly froe » neveral growsd of reportage imo
all the moces required by hs complex visten of
the inseractca beeween the workd and the indi-
videal, retondng a respectful refusal 10 coarsen
by prychorgiriag the ultimate mystery of an
indevidaal | fe. On the final page be shifes into
Wr’mdm Lund's trisamph~
funcra® The witch doctor drops seven pae-
ot feathw :molhym.n‘!hmd
lacuSutbwm-ch Lund wanted it o
do, and let moncy 10 encourage = into & theee-
day fiesea, ahich gets a brout of hand, or opens
ulmcm the wildacws Lund spent a lifetime
‘mhbhby&mduwc”dm
md-bz Luropean muad, torn from books ia
the Decroe's hibrary,

Usable 10 read Dunish, sced | say, 1 have to
senie Seangerup's prose through Barbara Blue-
stone’s exoellently written translation, which
scems 10 Be in an English chat exises caly for
this book, ene which we will sever hear again.
Not that it 1s odd or unidiomatic, rather that i
seems 30 fosed with the paciags, perspectives,
revscences 424 revelasions of this velling that e
becomes it cwa dialect of feeking. Blocssone’s
Englah has undoubeedly peofited from what
TS Dot finda “crom” with anceher tongue.
Aracy rate, The Road 1o Lagos Santa gives the
reader lang sige that bs not boring,

The Hudso' Revicw, USA, 1584

historic bopes gathered frem caves, He corres
sponded vi & Kierkegaard and Cuvies, Darwin
and Hom'mde. Werldsg with the ancem
world, he cume 89 represent Death Manself.

In Bocel Boce, Teath was the man with the soele-

10

——— -

woos, searching and searching as if he were
looldag for soeeone. He was looking for My
own death,

Hearik Seangerup has made two joummeys t0
Lagoa Santa and has resd moch Vicioras re-
search {n oeder 00 write this brooding, Interwe,
evocative novel. It is an extrecrdinary

ation 10 palacontology became the dinsclencn
‘of his own old boaes. Stangerop’s recreation of
time past has an imanediate grasp, o though
the haad of & corpee were warm within our
towch.

Andrew Sindadr,

enary
240 the mind of an obsessive man, whose dodi- | The Times 8.3.1584

Henrik Stangerup
a 'ombre de Kierkegaard

1 n'est pos facile &'Btre wn &rivala dasols. De-
puls sy origines, cette petice provisce de
FEurope du Noed Mésice. Eatre e pulssante Al-
lemagne, ses Bbvres romantiques, soa gode
pour Jes sysimes totalisaccuns, ot be sombee ber
win Saventure dos navigateurs soandinaves;
entre b terre, bes cultuses plevsement engran-
gl sous wa clel bas, Jos peties villages trane
quilles et propres, et bes hocizces infinds de s
mer, Jes voyages dont on ne revient que par hae
sard; entre Nacoepasion sereine des devscing &i-
ving, une lnsfriorisation forcende du pichd, et
la pure révolte, Je Blasphime, 'éclosion ot la
peokiération de toutes bes formaes et de toutes
bes forces de b vie.

Nombeoux dans be passd farent bes artistes
danols qui résolurest la contradicsion por o
faite. Les bettres dancises sont par natare cose
mmumm@.«m B por
blmﬂunwrw«wh
Norvige.

Lagoa Samts, roman dHeark Sungerep,
pout étre bu comame wne expression de ce mal
d'&re. 1l raconte Fhistolre d'en savant sature-
Bate, Je docveur Lund, que 1out promet b une
brllanse carridre dams bes scadémicns ot low
mausbums, et qul prfftre a9 confort ot sux hon-
neurs bourgects la folle axplocstion - mous
sommaes on 1805 = Fune des conardes bes plus
reculées du Minas Geras, de s sature la plus
seuvage, b plos cruelle, b plus Bostile: elle pas-
vienden b bousculer bes certitudes de oot homme

vigline, méthodique et rasonnable jusqu's ce
qu'dl perde Feprie,

Lagos Semta est aussl be récit de la bente con-
viawelle gue se Liveent Niselligence ot b sature,

Ie bosoln de comprendre et b foece d'exisrer.

Lund, par sa peofession, par sa culture, par sy
origines, fadt partie de cos homumes qui ont sout
sacrifié & Vexplication, au dasscment syméma-
tique de tout oe qul exime afin e faire entrer
chague chose dans be vaste plan d'ane rainon
universelle. De la repeoduction du ver de terre
sux cataclyssnes des origines terrentres, tout
doit poswols 'organiser seon de kngees
chaines de causalints dont hague décogverte,
sumi mindme, susel infime solt-elle, dowt pere
mettre de distingoer bes maillons.

Et volll gue b dbcouverne, dans des grotees de
Lagoa Sanes, de squclettes pétrifids d'anlmaux
de L pridiatoire viemt brusquement boulever.
et la conception mime de ce Liborkeux assemb-
Lige. Comane oi les temps se hevauchaient, que
cette Jogiqoe se tordaie, goe ke nature se mo.
quait de Foodee et de Mharmaonde,

Ce n'est pos posr rien que o roman &'aven-
tures endoine les pas, hésstants et chanoclants,
du plus célebre mals sussi du plus fastasque des
philosophes daacis, Seren Kierkegaard, dont e
silhosette apparsit d'ailleurs dans le récn = on
be surnoenene »ls Fourchettes b cause dos piques
redoutatles dont il se sert pour désargonner ses
Inverlocoteurs. Car Lagoa Santa ent &videm-
mant sussl Je réch dune crise esduphyniqee



oot 'exploracion beésilienne n'cse que Je signe
et Foccasion. S\ accepee bos fatigues, bes priva-
tons, les maladies, b morsure dey araigades,
I nuits traversées de fidvre o1 de avachemany,
Lund croit le faire 2 nom de L science, 3a mom
d'ane fol inaliérable dans ls providence divine
<t dans ke Plan que Dicu 2 doané b sa création
nmmllcbnumpw‘uuhmﬂdmmw
parale dovolr frapper tous ses proches = L réfé-
rence 29 Dies irnee do Dancts Dreyer viem obli.
garoiresnent ) Fesprie, = fuis bs révolte conere Je
créateur qui ne maaquerale pas de Fassaillir i)
devain rester b astendre eranquillement b more
fama horiaon confiné dune famille.

1l devient une sorve & ermize, Nive, 2icharné,
hagard, qui, su liew &aller rechercher b vérisé
spirivaclle dams be désert ot dans la méditacion
varaie choisi de be fuire au contraire dans le tea-
vasd acharnd et aveugle, oo milieu de s faune et
dclaﬂ«el«pluumnvmluﬁudn-
gereuses, on cet endroit quil est peut-dere celul
de Vapparition de la vie et qui conserve jalouse-
ment ses myvtdres les plus monstrecux.

Réon, méditation, description Rastonrgae de
bm&(umpb&mu«mm&u&l'l@
romantiqee, Lagos Santa est enfin wne fable,
teés sctuelle celle-lh, et chargée d'ironie in-

Qo ¢ “«m\&wom’wnmﬂ
dan, Znhnﬂdtmmm'b«w.
' '.'Mbdn'amw
bes questionnements incessants de cet écrivaia
et & ve dndaste qui, a5 nom du passé, de 18
ston «, des pogrces spirituelles de b civilisasion
danive, remettait en cause be paisible opti-
misne o la croyance dans Je peogris ) petics pas
de L 3 5cal-démaocrasie domni M appeécial
Favtnnt moins qee grandissait & Féeranger
répdianca de oo mouton nolr,
Aujourdhui, bon gré mal ge¢, be Danemark
sccene de reconnaltre Stngerop le révolsé,
Sts pervp le sulfureux, comme Fun de sy

&mumwbb&&ugn&uc !
o

couleuvre gul ne sera pas facde ) avaler,
El'e St b pew prés que le vieux moade ot en
v kt'om,u"mmm‘lmul«qw

besatut, il y en 2 v, m'emprunters pes Jos rou |

tes gredeoanies de la boane et saine logique,
s cclle de Fascive, de b destruction de 1ous

bos sysetencs et de la reconqulte spirituelle de |

ser. Une volx éerange dana be concerr de Ja Bné.
rarude curcpéenne.

Poere Lepepe,
Le Momde, 8111585
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Tidstavle

1937-55 Fodt i Kobenhavn 1. september. Son af professor, dr.phil Hakon
Stangerup (son af laerer Axel Stangerup og laerer Ingrid Niclsen) og
-skuespillerinde Betty S3derberg (datter af Emilie Voss og den sven-

ske forfatter Hjalmar Soderberg, dod i Kobenhavn 1941). Bror ul
forfatterinde, cand.jur. Helle Stangerup (fodt 31. oktober 1939). -
Skolegang: Krebs skole, Gammel Hellerup og kostskole i East-

borne, England. Bopxl: @ster Sogade, @sterbro, Kobenhavn. Fra

1950 I.H. Mundts Vej, Sorgenfri.

1956-60 Nysproglig student fra Stenhus Kostskole. Teologiske studier ved

Kobenhavns Universitet. Medredakeor af Stud. teol. og medforfat-
ter til og skuespiller i teologrevyerne (sm.m. Johannes Mollcha-
ve). Studicophold i Paris ved dominikanerklosteret le Saulchoir og

i ndling om Seren Kicrkegaards indflydelse pd Gabriel
Marcel, Jean-Paul Sartre og Albert Camus. Noveller og artikler i
sondagstillaeg og tidsskrifter, bl.a. BLM, Hvedekorn og Perspektiv.
Medarbejder ved Studenterbladet og journalistvikar ved Kristeligt
Dagblad. Litteraturanmelder ved Den konservative Generalkor-
respondance, Christiansborg.

1960-63 Litteraturanmelder ved Ekstra Bladet, Medforfatter til Det radikale

Venstres kulturprogram (63) og til Studenterscenens collager 1=V,
Medstifter af Collagetruppen og medforfatter til dennes forestil-
ling Kom herind, jeg vil fortaellz Dem noget (Alléscenen 63). Hol-
der talen for Albert Dam da denne modtager kritikerprisen. Bor en
sommer hos PH i Horsholm og redigerer PH-cavalcaden Vi er selv
historie (63). Ansoger via det cubanske konsulat i Kobenhavn om
at komme et r til Cuba som subkerrorsarbejder om dagen og laerer &
filosofi fra Kierkegaard til Camus om aftenen, ud fra den overbe-
visning at der pd Cuba er tale om en cksistentialistisk revolution
som beskrevet af Sartre i Sartre on Cuba. Intet svar. - Rejseri Eng-
land, Frankrig, Spanien og Marokko.



