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CANNES, France—The largest
number of interesting films at this
year's Cannes Festival were polit-
ical and from countries other than
the United States; survival, ex-
ploitation, and injustice seem to
be of more immediate interest
abroad. No fewer than six signifi-
cant films concerned themselves
with the problem of total change
and gevolution.

© most  violently anti-
tablishment film was Peter
Fleischmann'’s “THE BELLS OF
SILESIA” (“Das Unheil”), an ob-
sessional, pessimist work about
present-day Germany that by
implication extends its pervasive
hatred of bourgeois values to the
entire world. It begins as a study
of a young man’s neurosis and
ends by declaring him sane in an
insane world. Here priests, teach-
ers, capitalists, and police are
inextricably part of a fatuous
ruling class and the compro-
mises, cowardice, and undigested
Nazism of the older generation are
as mercilessly portrayed as the
vapidity and provincialism of the
young. An abrupt narrative style
—with scenes frequently starting
or ending in-the middle of the
action—pepnits the filmmaker to
build an odious, cumulative end-
ing, in which the German post-
war “economic miracle” (with all
its encrustations of a reactionary
past and absorption in consumer
goods) is experienced as a night-
mare from which one cannot
awaken. '

The Hungarian director Miklos
Jansco—recipient of the Best
Director award—was represented
by “Red Song"” (already re-
viewed) and his less “perfect”
and more original “THE TECH-
NIQUE AND THE RITE." Per-
formed in choreographic, stylized
cpisodes of alternating violence
“and repose, the film seems to in-
- vestigate, in parable form, the

gradual rise to power of a young,
idealistic Attila and the inevitable
degéneration of his one-man rule
amidst miasmas of mistrust and
Aimaginary plots: Jansco's un-
compromising - and courageous
comment on power and totali
tarianism, At the end, Attila, nq
in absolute control, proclaims
himself “hammer of the world"”
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A very special ilem was Paul
,educ's  oblique **R D :
MEXICO INSURGENT,” a wor
of great subtiety. With John Reed,
Lhe left-wing American journalist,
iwe enter, stage by stage, into the

ue realities of the Mexican (or
any other) revolution: lulls and
confusions, “fallible” (that is,

human) leaders, bumpy roads,
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unexpected death, sudden friend-
ships, meandering half-actions.
This is what it must have been

e. sentiment 15 anti-con-
vention, anti-folklore,  anfi-sen-
iment, 1-heroism, he
closer (o revolutionary reallty
m progresses, Re
had planned to “cover an event”
he sympathized with—discovers
that he must pass from observer
to participant; at the end, in a
beautiful small gesture, he throws
a solitary rock at a store window
and thus becomes a revolutionist,
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litical cinema was a collective
Chilean-American feature, “QUE
HAZER" (**What Is to Be Done™)
by Saul Landau (“Fidel’’), James
Becket, Nina Serrano, and Raul
Ruiz. Centering on the period of
Allende’s election, the film inter-
weaves reality (documentary foot-
age), political fiction (a Peace
Corps girl, a political kidnapping,
Maoists, and the CIA), and a third
level—the film-makers them-
selves, breaking into the continu-
ity of the film. Provocative, fast-
moving, and well-edited, this is a
serious discussion film which,
despite the clear sympathies of its
makers, establishes a certain ob-
Jjectivity that distinguishes it from
propaganda.

Another film dealing with revo-
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-lution was the unexpectedly pro-

vocative “*SAN MICHELE
AVENA UN GALLO,” by Paolo
and Vittorio Taviani. A group of
idealistic, impractical 10th centu-
ry anarchists mount a disastrous
terrorist attack on an irrelevant
town hall; their failure leads to
the 10-year imprisonment of the
leader, during which—in a painful
tour-de-force—he succeeds in
mastering mind and body with a
vengeance designed to prepare
him for future revolutionary ac-
tion; alas, a tragic, ironic denoue-
ment indicates that these fan-
tasies of leadership, projected
during years of isolation, do not
suffice for a new generation of
revolutionists.

Unlike these fictional portray-
als of revolutionary problems, a
fascinating German film, “THE
HAMBURG 1923 INSURREC-
TION,” presents a totally factual

ecord of this abortive Commu-
nist coup by introducing us to 20
survivors, now in their 70s and
still Communists. It is an impor-
tant experience to, for once,
confront Germans of a generation
considered compromised and find
anti-fascists discussing the class
struggle. This moving tribute by a
new generation to another is no-
thing less than a courageous -at-
‘tempt at a radical history lesson
for the young, marred only by its
lack of analysis of Stalinism.

One of the most interesting tal-
ents to emerge at this year's fes-
tival was the Iranian Daryush

-
ed—Who §

ehrjui, whose tr
eceived the 197
itics Award at \
t, “THE MAI
tablishes Mehr,
alent whose suc¢

pathos and humor

ion with the poor
Yerocity nothing le
br the early De
‘ow,” the only o
precious ~animal

stricken village g
er loss and assu
hberserk, he is put
0 be dragged off 1
pital, beaten like

finally dies the de:
a mud-hole. “The

unforgettable figu’

simple-minded vi¢
rises to mistaken
murderous gestue
him braying with «
body of his victi
films can never b
are living proof «
box-office return
allowed to detern
work of art.

“EMITAL" the
the very talented :
mane Sembené (
an anti-imperialis
gentle evocation ol
lonial period and ¢
yet waning influ
religions. As usua’
there is much fas¢
gical detail; mor.
this is a film by ar
ricans, designed
share discovery
the limitations of
ty of the oppress
of the people, the
tion.

New Lead T

A revolutionary
detection of lead p
dren has been™de
York State Heal
rescarchers. Stat
missioner Hollis
nounced last wec.
process requires «
of blood from a fi
computer to ana
levels faster am
than any method

The entire test
seconds and )
minutes of samx
time are require(
i$ run. In a
number of sam
multaneously.
avoids the need f(
large blood
which doctors |
kept some pare
lead tests for t

It is eslimat
mately 380,000 ¢

the ages of one and nve ae ca-
posed to potential lead poisoning
in sub-standard New York State
Housing. Children are poisonéd by

oting ninene of nlactar and Aakine

cs exchange secret glances

QU IO IOQIIA UL 6L 6 quDia 0
$UN N T XOA MON X!

AYOA M3N 4O ¥3dVdSMIN AIN3IIM 3HL

ZL61 ‘Tz dunp ‘Aopsinyl @ AN SHOA MON @ SZ ONIIAX IA @

ian Ci
pressio
ealogic

Y of a B
ferocio
theatr«
more
Ivory's
bitious
W cessful
¥ atits b
Let
bizarre
most o
tival, t
Schroe
Katap,
lome,"
DEA1
TALB.
matic,
lique, :
that bx
nius. |
real-lil
popula
ertion
singin;
grisly
tablea
in imp
freque
if the:
throug
at j
‘fead n
the si
are fre
issuing
volupt
| songs
rendit
burles
tent, :
' nevert
sive, 1
the !
" darke:
with :
Vasel
smear
maniz
“expl:
cept L
-opera
of bo
tremb
an as
It is
Matal
revela
~plewa
and
make
to ind
pendi:
dering
beaut:
begin:
the ¢
which
fice, !
hibito
ing s
sorshi
settes
its ow
remot

1] -

D Wed. thry Tues. June 2127 N
GEORGE PEPPARD
MICHAEL SARRAZIN )
"c"msm«t BELFORD .
Ar: 2:50- : >

“A
Fi

A




